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Sir, :

Understandin” you are a ventleman takingan interest in the affairs of this
colony and more especially in and around the Bxploits River and its vicinity a
thought to me that a few remarks from one whose ancestors were among the first
who settled at the place may nrove of some little interest -~ this nust be my
apolory for intruding myself on vou.

As most of what T shall write about was from information obtained from my

father, I mav here say he was an /':nclishman, also my grandfather, natives of
Wimhourne, Christchurch, and both, after coming to this country, resided in the
@olonv for a long period eventually dying here at advanced ages -- and of which I
shall sav more later on,

The first record we have of any permanent settlement at the Exploits River was by
two Pinglishien by name of Hodge and Hollett who had their headouarters for
conducting the salmon fishery at lower Sandy Point and traoping during the

winter season in aback of Northern Arm. Hence we have the high mountain range

novw called Hodge's Hills, That was the country they carried on their furring
business princinally Beaver, otter and Martin cat. These men must have resided

at the !xploits River now some three hundres years ago. My father told me when

he came herc in 1812 - now 98 years - and his father cértainly was here 20 years
before he came, all the old coonering gear and guns-in use was brande with the
letters H H -- Hodge and Hollett.

The next on the list of old settlers was two men by the name of Hoover; John
Hooper and Willism Hooper. John was a dumb man and was known by the name of
Dumb Jack, but he used to go trapping in the winter season and sometimes by
himself.

Next of old settl:rs was Thomas Tavlor, All these had their headouarters at Lower
Sandy Point but fished at different stations during the summer, Taylor's salmon
station was on the north side of the river immediately below the Rut Islands
hence it has ever since been knovm as Thomas Taylor's Point or more recently

Tom Tavlor's Point,

llext on 1is£ of settlers is a Mr; Harry Miller who also carried on a large cod
fishery at Fogo, where my Grandfather John Peyton the elder first settled on
cominr to this country. Mr. Miller was also a native of Wimbourne, Christchurch.,

At what date my Grandfather came to the country I do not know precisely but it

rmist have been fifteen or twenty —rears before my father came which was in A.D. 1812,
My Grandfather in all old documents was always written John Pevton the elder and

my father John Peyton the younger, being both named John, John Peyton the elder
when a young man travellec ont he coast of Ilabrador with , at the time, a Lieut.
afterward olonel Cartwright and came to this country with that gentleman and

it wns then he became acruainted with Mr. Miller at Fogo. He settlcd at Fopo and
carried onthe codfishery there for several wvears having had some exncrience with

the fisheries at the Channel Islands. Liventunlly he settled at FExploits River
entering into partnership with Mr. Harry Miller and enpaged in the River salmon flshery
and remained in Newfoundland up to the date of his decease which occurred A.D.1829,
Occasionally visiting his familv in England during the winter senson; going home

in the fall of 1811 my father then a voung man of nineteen years of age came out
with him. That was during the war between “ngland and !'rance and the fleet of
vessels sailine from Poole, Dorset, Alarge nurber was under convoy which consisted
of one large fripgate, the Comnodore, and two smaller ones which were called
whiprers=in.
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Their business -- the whippers-in =- was to keep the fleet of merchantmen together;
if any stragrlers was any disbance abroad or astern to tow them up and into line
wwdn A pun would be fored fron the Comiodore's ship and all were expected to
pather torether [or the nieht. Some of the smarter sailers would be ahead of the
rest and the masters of these craft would gladly get away if possible to try

and make a auick paasage, but a sharp lookout was kept on them , another puff

of smoke fromn the Conwodore's ship followed DY the report of a gun, their numbers
haigted on board the Cowodore and if their tonsalls were not imnediately laid
abaclk another gun boomed out from the @omnodore's ship followed by a round shot
skinping over the water near the wounldbe runaway &s much as to say, "Do as you

are ordere’ or I will soon make You ", Such cases, my father said, often occurrede
The masters of the fast sallers dislilked being kept under restraint and those of
the dull sailling craft disliked beine towed into line, but it was necessary to keep
them together; more estecially so on their getting near the coast of Newfoundland
as there were many French Privateers prowlinc around ready to pounce unron any
stragrler not {mnedintely under the protection of the Convoy's guns. They arrived
on the caast in the meddle of June without the loss of a vessel and parted

comnany with the convoy off or near 5t. John's.

The vessel John Pevton the elder and his son John FPeyton the younger sailed in
was = Rrig of aboub 150 tons but nickmamed the"Hammer and tongs'from a habit

she had of pounding the water smooth before making her way along; and any vessel
behind her would have smooth water. She was bound for the port, of Fogo with
ceneral supplies for the fisheries for Garland, then the supplying merchant at
that place; and had also a number of youngsters on board for the different mercantile
houses- and planters around. -The ice lving about on the coast that spring it was
Jate in June before they arrived at Seldom Come By on the North side of Fogo
Taland and the voungsters had to travel from Seldom Come By over the ice to
Gander Nay, Dog Pay and Indian Arm; these rivers beinp held by Garlends and it
was customery nt that date that the right of the river fishery should belong

to +he person who planted the first youngster tliere in the spring for the
season. My father told me lie saw the youngsters marched away from the vessels
side for that purpose but it was the last time that this mode of tenureship

was carried out. He, my father, with several others was intended for the
Exploits Kiver. They had to wait for the ice to mive off to get up by boat.

John Pevton the elder having entered into partnership with the Harrv Miller afore=-
mentioned had taken un his residence at the Lxploits River there conducting the
salmon fishery their headquarters being lower Sandy Point, from which station
wns nsuallv shipped threc hundred tierces of salmon, ,this was considered an
average or mediun voyafe at that date. A few years before John Peyton the younger
came to the country about 1200 this lot of salmon was taken in nets at different
salmon stations in the river and by rack work or Weirs placed at the mouths

of the Brooks -- Northern Arm Brook, Peber's Brook and Rattling Brook. An
attemny was onee tried to stop the Main River at the foot of the first rattle

or rapid half a mile helow the Bishop's Falls. The welir was mot across alright
and properly ballsasted down but a flood of rain coming as it was all fixed,

the river was so much flooded it swept all the works away. During the time it
kent sbanding one tierce for every hour was dipped from the pounds. 1 was
“informed by one of my father's old retainers the rack work across the river
remained allright for twentyv four hours then a1l was swept away down the rivers
The small ITsland on the south sidr of the river a half a mile below the rapid

is where the crew of men enraped at the work of erectins the rackwork lived on
and haé their camps. Hence the small island was named Folly Island.:

As hefore stated the salmon [ishery was then, at the time &f John Peyton the

younger coming to Newfonndland, carried on or prosecuted at different salmon berths
around, altogether at twelve stations. As soon as the fishery came to a close




for the season the fish were put in the tubs, each tib containing from four

to two and a half tierces( A tierc was three hundred pounds neat) until

suf ficiently pickled or hardened. The salmon after being taken fresh from the
nets was first split carefully, was cleaned and then salted int ubs holding

From four to 2% tierces, As soon as sulficient pickle was made by the melting
of the salt from the wster comiang out of the fish to float them in the tubs
which would teke from four to five days, they would be first covered with a
loose covering of pieces of bhoard then rocks placed on these boards to keep

the fish under the nickle. If the fish floated above or on top the salmon on
top would turn rusty and spoil the whole lot in the tub and, like rusty meat,
not fit for food. After remaining in the tubs for five or six weeks the fish would
be talten out acain, carefully uoshed in elean water, then weighed and packed
into rerfectly tight cssks or tierces of 300 1bs. each, coopered up and was

then branded on the heads of each ticrce -- No. 1 Salmon- 300 lbs -- Fogouie (?)
Kxploits tiver. The fish was then ready for market.

T™e salmvn fishery, as well 2s all other fisheryes, was at that period conducted
on n svstematic scale consecuently all our fishes were eagerlv sought for in

he foreirn markets and brought good prices. Salmon as well as other pickled
fish requires extra carc and attention and requires to be well looked after or
attended to after being put into casks or packages. If the pickle is allowed to
ruin out ever so little the few fish not under pickle get rusty and so spoil the
lot in the mckage.

But to return to 7 tonic of the early settlement of the Bxploits River., On my
rpandfather and father conrinr here in 1812 or some little time after, a

mimher of tradesmen were brourht outj ship carpenters, a blacksmith, gunsmith,

and ship building was co-menced, Two large vessels were built, oneat Upner Sandy
Point and one at bxploits Burnt Tsland where the men carried on a large codfishery

in conjnnction with the river fishery. Both these wessels were Brigg rirced and

sailed from 5t. John's, Rroolcing and Sons then carrving on mercantile business

at 5t. John's and elscwhere took a share in this shipbuilding affair, and

it is without doubt but tlils was the intréduction of ship building in Notre

Dane "ay. The nresent schooner builders of Notre Dame Boy are direct decendants of the

- men who worlked with the tradesmen imported at that time.

As ny fathers name will often be referred to from this to the end of my remarks,

ag it was fro him 1 pot the preater part of my knowledge of what I have written,
Tt is right I should say somethineg of him. As before stated he was an Enslishnan,

a native of Winbourne, Christchurch; educater at Christchurch school and at an
early ace served as one of the junior clerks at Somerset house for three years. of
this T have docunentary evidence. Un his comine to Newfoundland, being somewhat
©nown to the anthorities at home as he userd to call the land of his birth, he

was intrusted with worlt by the Tmperinl authorities gometimes of a delicate nature;
oftentimes to settle dismutes between e ewfoundland and French fishermen

wihvieh he 2lunvs uccownlishedvsatisfnutorily.

Peter's Ara, now called Botwood is rather an historic place in the history of

the settlement of the Ixnloits River. It was here H. M. ships used to lie up
durin~ the tine of the first narine survey of the }anloits, New Ray, Badger Bay,
Gprand Fay (now called Halll's Yav) and all the intermediate yuns and inlets.

Fiprst on the list was H. e Ship Drake, Gaptain (ilasscoci, on which ship John
Peyton the younpger acted os nilot, also in the hoat makine supvey of the Exploits
River. There was also the ship Grasshonper Capt. David PBuchanj the smaller shins
or sghooners the Snap and the Scrub Captains Bullock and Cun:ings. These ships
used to lie un at leter's Arm to refit whilst the smaller vessels were carrving

on tie survevs and some large stores or buildings were erected by the water side
for the use of the same, such as Carpenter's and 9lacksmith's shops and sailinkers
loft, These buildinss stood onnosite the ground on which the Falls Co. (%) has now




their huildinzs, Hence ve have the name of the King's Ridge, the hills inside.
A1l were burnt down soon after the surveyine party left, whether accidentaly

or not wos never rirhtly 'novm. A large lot of the King's property was destroyed
in the Tire,

Tt was at peter's Am the Grasshonrer 1laid up in the winter that the Indian woman
Mary izrch died on bhonrd of her after Veing brought from St. John's in the fall of
that vear bv Captain David iuchan in or about the year A.D. 1821, Her bodyv was e
enclosed in a coffin which wos filled wn with such articles ns would strike an
‘ndisn's feneyr such as silic hi~ndrerchiefs and other fancy drarery., The body was
taken fron the shins side and toallen dn and left on a hirh scaffold built for the
purnose between fushy Pond and “adrer Brool where an Indisan encammment bad been

he previous sier ot there the Indians would be sure of visitins at an early date
Alter, Three Miemse Indisns werce sent in the sumer followine, by neme John
Stevenson Htenhonson, Johin lovnie »nd Joe Louie to see if the coffin was still
there, bt there ves no sion or vestire of it, The tribe lhiad taken it awav.

These sane three Idcance Indians on a hunting triv to the north at Cape (uirpon

in the sumier of A.D. 1429 informes mv father John Pevton the younger that they
there sct wiiere an encimoent of iIndians had been previous te their arrival

there and. fron tue gurcoundine about thewv had been engaged in renairing their
crnoea, evidently for some 1 ne cruise; and thev also said that khese thev

thonght tiiese Indinns crossed the straits or attempted so to do. (f course the

Lond or coast is »nlainly visible fror Cave (mirpon as the distance is not so

very rrent but cances mav cross over on a fine modrrate day., This was the last sign
of the Aboriginies seen bv anvone thot I ever heard of, The three women taken

at Radrer Hav was taken in the soring of A.D. 1828, of whom I shall sneak later on,

ABLRIGTHING O R INDTio

The Hed Indian loke, no doubt the winter quarters of the tribe of Indians known
br the name of the ted Indians from the enstom thev had of smearins not onlvy

the welves but aly their belonings over with a greasv mivture of o0il and red
ochre, At ited Indian lake and dowm by the sides of the river ns far as ‘adeer
‘roolc ~nd tchr Pond was the rrincinal place where they liilled the caribou for
their winter suonly of food, As t''e suwmer arrived thev migrated to their swmer
resorts on the oubside waters and bavs of the coast, birds and fish beins more
nlentiful and easier obtained for their sustensnce than in the interior of the
conntpv, Mo doubt but ther had their ovm particular nlace of resort for the
swmer serson and as the Cnlon increased more ranidlv at the sonth thev came north
and Frecmented the north and esstern portion. Indeed this is wroved by their
bein~ often secn 2fter heing nearly evterminated as janv sav in the southern
rortion of the Golonr. But s2lthousgh thev freouented the Fxploits Bay and River
and were often seen here un to the date of 1819, I never heard of a sinrle Indian
or white "ian being killed at or around the l-ploits Rar. Not so at New Rav or
Halls PRay, there seversl vere i7illed white man ~nd Indians,

I now come to the canture of I -rv Margh in which my late father acted an immortant
part. After Cavtain Buchan's unfortunate expedition into the interior to find

and trv o establish a frieadlv intercourse in which he unfortunatelv lost two

of his men, a reward vics offered h+ the Imperisl Government of one thousand pounds
to anr nerson vho would conture an Indisn and brinc ahout such n mensure. My -
father, with sucii intention in view, in the month of I'arch 1219 fitted ont a

nartr of men al. his own evnvense, cirht or ten in nunher and started off in on

the fiver trmloitse On »rrivine at rRed indian lake in the evening the marty camped
outside or hehind 2 rnoint where the lake flows into the river. lio fire was

allowed to be made feoring the indirns would sece the smoke and take the alarm

as the indian camp could bhe seen. As soon as it wns clear daylight the vartv left
their ni~hts camp and went. out ot the voint where the river rins out and John
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Peyton the jounger lookine over up towards the Indian Camps saw a woman coming
down by the side of the lake with a birch rind bucket in her hand, evidently
for the purpose of rettine fresh water, e laid down his gun and,divesting
himself of »l) encuwnbrances, weited until she came within a hundred yards

of where he lav concesled behind the bankj then standing up and showing
himsellf the wonan turned -nd coanrenced to run away. He ran after her, When

she soommeoboor 0 tourtrertcomris saw 1t impossible to get away as she was fast
lnsinr the rece she turned and falling on her knees opened her dress to show

she was a woman, He then walked nn  and gently rose her un on her feet keeping
Nis hand on her shoulder. By this time his vartv had joined him and,some noise
madty the Indlnn encanpient wee soon 2stir and one man, afterward found to be
the woman's hushond, 2ane boldly un to where the woman was and attemnted to take
her bv trfmnp to unfasten 2z siliic handkerchief her cantor bad loosely wrapped
round her aras hut was riven té understand by sipns he shouldnt do so., Also

he w=s tried to be -ade understand the woman had to go with her captors and

that he too nay coue if he wished, He, the Indian man, then became violent and
one of Perton's party pricled hin in the shoulder with a bavonet. He instantly
collared Peyton and threw hin some distance away on the ice and following him
uw tools fro o insids his dr@c a small tomahawk which he had concealed with the
intention no doubt of 2i71ing ~- when someone of the marty Tired at him and
severelv wonnded hin-- and a man there hamed Richard Richmond then shot him

in the hend, Ii was the same man who first pricked the Indian and who caused

ali the trouble. The white varty then went uo to the Indian encamvment where
evervihineg was found in » confused state. Nothing was touched or taken away

that I ever heard of unless it was some small articles of no value, The woman
selecte’ her snowshoes and auwietly went with her captors being treated with
every lkindness, In the evenin~ when the varty camped for the night rugs and
hlankets were given her to cover herself up with., The second night after
startine~ fro the lake she sonetime in the early morning when all the party was
aslecp crept of takin~ a blanket with her which she trailed after her as there
had heen sone slight snow falling. This she did to try and cover un her féotsteps.
She wns found snuslv stowed away under the roots of a snruce tree, This tree

h~d blovm down and the roots of it turned un formed a snug hidine place. From
this tine until the vartyv rcached the waterside there was not the least trouble
W1lth her. ihen she would be z little tire from walking she would sit in a sleigh
madn with seal sliins which was used on the journey in for haulins supnlies and
the nen vonld haul her along over the snow, In the evenins on camping, after
sumer she would wrap herself up spurly in her blankets and creep up behind lr,
Ferton'a bacle and there remain emietlsxr until the martv was up and stirring about
then take breakfect with them -- was alreadr for the coming davs travel. How
lone the party wes travelline from the lake out I cannot say. Mv informant on
these subjects was a man by name John Snelprove ®#ho formerlv served my
crandfather, also my father and as an old retainer lived with myself for cuite a
munber of vears and 1 could relie on his information. My srandfather, John Pevton
theelder was not of the party who captured Mary Merch as hrs often heen reported
but, resided at tihe tiwee at Sandyr Point,

In the soring when thie navigation opened she was taken to St. John's by Mr,

Pevton where she was taken (%) by alkl more esvecizlly bv Sir. Charles Hamilton
Governor of Newloundland, A pnrinting of her was taken by Lady Hamilton which

T believe Lo be still in existence as lir. Jas . llowlev informed ~e., 1 never saw it,.
After being civilized it weos deemen advisable to bring her back to the Finloits
River to trv »nd return her té her tribe, She was bhrousht back in His Majestv's
Nrje Grasshopner and died on bo' rd thet shin at Peter's Arm as before mentioned
about. the year A, 1821, (Incorrect, she died 2 FM Januarr Sth 1820)1R).

She was not the last of the Hed Indians taken and civilized., Three women were
talken at Radeer Hay in 1823, an old woman and two young women, They were also
triken to St. John's also by Mp, Peyton, returned apain undep Mr, bPevton's charge
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and landed by him at Charles Prook north side of Exploits Bay where the younger
woman died, The other roun~ woman brousht her mother up to Sandy Point where

the old lady died and *ms buriert there, The remainine young woman was then sent down
to mnloits Burnt Tsland and lived with wmy mother for some time after, finally
dring »t the hospital »t Ht, Jdobr's in the wear 1829. She was called Nancy.

Her Indirn nave s she vrononnced it Shen,ath,adie. She was the last of the tribe
€ver seen in He#foundland, the peanant being, accordins to her description, '
Stapyed ont,, ‘ :

Ho doubi, imt these aboricihies were a wild and mischevious race and caused the
e~rlry selllers uch annerrnce nore napticularly at the fishing harbours on the
outside settle ents, setiing on hoar! the fishine boats durine the night, cutting
of f and carr~in auay their sails and fishins gear and evervthing movable, nothing
wae s2fe, tme instence o ehnli »ke mention of; Mv father owned 2 large boat, it
wog apout the veor 1o/, This boot was loaded with eiphty tierce of salmon and
alreads 40 start for obt, Joln's and moores or fastened uo at lower Sandy Foint
wharl and slthoush o strict wateh was lrent during the early nart of the ninht,

the Indians anaped, durins the early part of the morning, to cut her adrift.

It was blowin~ stronm ot btie tie right down the bay and vhat was their amazment
on roing out af'ter davlicht, to see no sifn of the boat. Of course they knew that the
Indisne had heen to work, A sesaprch part v immediatelv set out down the north

alde ol the hav #s5 it wes judred it was in that direction the hoat, must hnve
Arifhed and found hepr on the rocl at the mouth of Chorles Rrookabont eicht miles.
Troun the wharf wvhere sho was roore’, A nuiber of tierces of salmon was knoelred
oren ~nd throm obout: 210 that wms in the cabin of the boat carried away, cails
cnt ofll, rifoine chovrved un ~nd all ecarried off, Kverwthing that could not be taken
Ay was cut g several ming Bhet were in the cabin ere hrolren off at the
hackstoc!” ~nd the sunb~rrels found in the water of thie brook, The Tndian wonan

Yhe altormpd Jived with 1 wother told how the whole affair was managed, No

Bonbt, it was a big Joss to the ovmer as all the bhoats belonsings were cut to
nieces and enrrie” awar and several tierces of salmon spoiled and thrown away.

T could follow ritin+ on the subject of the ahori~inies, Having once started on
the suhiect 1 scarcely lmnow when to ston, and fear I have tresvassed on vour
time bv writing on subiects that can be of little interest to wvou,

Azain avolovising lor intrudine wself on you,
I am Bir, vours resnectfully,

Tho s Poevton
Twillingate,



